
  

What would you like to learné? ñIs there a topic about aging or family caregiving youôd like to know more about?ò Call 
or email UW-Extension at: (715) 373-6104, x 252; liz.lexau@ces.uwex.edu 
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A Living Will gives physicians your 
instructions only about certain life-
sustaining measures and it only ap-
plies if you are in a persistent vege-
tative state or you are terminally ill 
and death is imminent.  However,   
there are many other situations (for 

example, accidents and non-
terminal illness) when adults may 
not be able to make their own deci-
sions and a Living Will doesnôt ap-
ply.  For example, in the case of an 
injury, there may be important deci-
sions about the kinds of treatment 
youôll receive, medications, surgery 
or hospitalization. In Wisconsin, 
spouses and family members are 
not automatically authorized to 
make these decisions and a Living 
Will does not apply to most of these 
decisions. 

A Health Care Power of Attorney 
allows you to appoint someone you 
trust to make decisions for you in 
the event you are unable to make 
decisions yourself.  This can help 
make sure you are getting the kinds 
of care you want. It can also        
prevent family conflict or feelings of 
guilt during times that are already 
extremely stressful for families. 

The WI Department of Transportation offers resources 
related to driving with disabilities on their Driver Medi-
cal Concerns Website. Included on the site is infor-
mation about anonymously reporting unsafe driving.  
While it can be a very difficult decision, reporting dan-
gerous driving could help protect the driver and oth-
ers.  Visit: http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-
drvs/mdcl-cncrns/citizens.aspx  (Or visit 
www.Wisconsindot.gov   and search ñreporting an  
unsafe driverò) 

Are You Concerned about an 

Unsafe Driver?  

On the following page is a 

summary of the differences 

between these two types of 

Advance Directives from the 

Greater Wisconsin Agency 

on Aging Resources, Inc.  

Many of us know a friend, relative or 

neighbor who has become an unsafe 

driver due to disability or dementia 

even though they have a valid driverôs 

license.  

LIVING WILL OR HEALTH CARE POWER OF ATTORNEY:  Whatôs the Difference?? 
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Not necessarily. Both are 
types of ñadvance directives,ò 
documents that express your 
wishes for medical care in 
the event you are unable to 
make medical decisions your-
self.  But a Living Will applies 
only in very limited circum-
stances, while a Health Care 
Power of Attorney covers 

many more situations.   
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